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independent, most of the remaining territory being under the control
of the Austrians and Hungarians. The defeat of the Central Powers in
1918 offered for the first time an opportunity for the South Slavs to
unite into an independent state. This opportunity was quickly grasped,
and resulted in the organization of the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats
and Slovenes, the largest and most populous of the Balkan States.

POPULATION

Although of one race, the Yugoslavs differ greatly in present de-
velopment. The Slovenes are the smallest but the most advanced of
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the major groups. About 1,000,000 of them occupy the beautiful moun-
tainous territory in the extreme northwestern part of the country. They
are the most westernized of the South Slavs, and are an able, indus-
trious people. All phases of economic and cultural life are well de-
veloped, and Ljubljana, the principal city of the Slovenes, compares
favorably with centers of equal size in western Europe.

Some 4,000,000 Croats occupy the territory to the southeast of
Slovenia, centering around the city of Zagreb. In cultural and economic